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INTRODUCTION
SPACE is dedicated to supporting Artists,  
Young People and Communities. We are also 
committed to developing innovation and  
creative excellence through programmes  
which include our MediaLab with its focus  
on art, media and technology.

We deliver our mission through creative pro-
grammes, training, pioneering digital and media 
work and crucially, the provision of affordable 
workspace for artists. 

In 2010 we have successfully delivered against 
these goals and more, despite a turbulent eco-
nomic climate and changing political priorities. 
We believe we are set for 2011 to build on this 
success.

#1 Supporting Artists to Innovate
#2 Supporting Young People
#3 Supporting Communities

Hackney’s Here! Opening event, June 2010
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#1 HOW WE 
SUPPORTED ARTISTS 
TO INNOVATE   
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, WE HAVE SUPPORTED 
ARTISTS THROUGH THREE MAIN DIRECTIONS:
— STUDIOS
— ARTISTS AND INNOVATION
— ADVOCACY

Arlington, Camden, new studios opened here in 2010 
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STUDIOS
616 ARTISTS WERE SUPPORTED WITH AN 
AFFORDABLE STUDIO THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
IN 17 STUDIO BUILDINGS ACROSS LONDON. 

Our key method of supporting artists is to pro-
vide affordable, sustainable workspace, enabling 
them to focus on creative innovation. As a prop-
erty based charity, this has proven a challeng-
ing but ultimately very successful year. Despite 
losing buildings and pressure on finance, we 
opened 12 new studios in the 09/10 financial 
year, with another 48 due for completion by the 
end of 2010. New sites at Timber Wharf Hackney, 
Peabody Yard Islington, Arlington in Camden and 
Dean Street, Westminster increase our portfolio 
of properties by 25% and provide new affordable 
sites in more central London locations.

The main mechanism for achieving this was by 
developing innovative partnerships which have 
unlocked new studio developments. A particu-
larly important relationship has been developed 
with One Housing Group.

Dean Street studios, opened 2010
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CASE STUDy 
One Housing Group partnership at Timber Wharf, 
Arlington and Dean Street.

We were selected by One Housing Group as partners on 
two major projects. Timber Wharf in Haggerston provides 
12 high specification new build studios and 8 converted 
railway arches, creating an artists street in this mixed 
use development. Internal fit-out of the new studios was 
supported by The Shoreditch Trust through a rent-share 
partnership. In Camden, One Housing Group selected 
SPACE as partners for the refurbished Arlington home-
less hostel to contribute to an innovative social economy 
alongside trainers Lakeside, Broadway and City Dining. 
Our Creative Space Programme supports Arlington clients 
to explore photography, creative writing, and film-making 
in workshops run by our artist in residence. 

A long term ambition was achieved this year with the 
purchase of our first ever freehold, Deborah House, 
a building which has formed part of our leasehold 
portfolio since 1988. This investment is an important 
contribution to affordability for artists. We have also 
successfully negotiated a 20 year lease extension on 
the entire Martello Street studio site, providing further 
security for artists in Hackney. 

Studio interior, Timber Wharf
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Studio interior, Timber WharfStudio interior, Timber Wharf
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ARTISTS  
AND INNOVATION 
46 ARTISTS WERE COMMISSIONED TO  
MAkE NEW WORk. 475 ARTISTS ATTENDED  
A WORkSHOP OR TRAINING EVENT.

We supported artists to develop their skills and 
take risks through exhibitions, artist residencies, 
commissions and innovative digital workshops. 

Exhibitions at SPACE cultivate a platform for 
the production, presentation and discussion 
of contemporary art and culture. Our ongoing 
emerging artist strand, 'NEU!', underlines our 
commitment to new artists, while our historical 
programming focuses on the re-presentation of 
significant artists, discourses and events from 
the past. We operate an energetic exhibition 
event programme that included gigs, screenings, 
talks and crit groups.

Robert Holyhead, Untitled 2010, Oil on canvas 
Image © Robert Holyhead; Photography by Peter White
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Richard John Jones exhibition at SPACE

ARTISTS AND INNOVATION

NEU!
NEU! invests time and energy in the careers of promis-
ing emerging artists. This curated platform supports 
artists to develop and showcase new work at SPACE 
through a commissioned major exhibition. We focus 
on supporting young and emerging artists at a criti-
cal moment in their career, who have not yet achieved 
commercial, national or institutional profile but are 
producing an excellent standard of work. 

CASE STUDy
Richard John Jones (NEU! #1)
SPACE collaborated with Auto-Italia South East in 
order to support the production of a new film by Jones 
as well as an accompanying publication. Since his 
exhibition, Jones has had screening events at both 
the ICA and Gasworks. He has mounted an exhibition 
(as part of the three-person collective New Display 
Strategies) at SEVENTEEN gallery as well as present-
ing a performance as part of NO SOUL FOR SALE at 
Tate Modern. (b. 1986, lives/works London)

Ruth Beale (NEU! #2)
Beale’s NEU! presentation came almost a year before 
completion of her MFA at Goldsmiths. With support 
from SPACE, Beale published a new series of commis-
sioned essay pamphlets as part of The Mulberry Tree 
Press at SE8 Gallery, London. In June 2010, in collabo-
ration with karen Mirza, Beale showed The Voyage 
of Nonsuch as part of the Whitstable Biennale’s com-
missioning programme. Since the summer, Beale’s 
ongoing art salon project has manifested at Artangel’s 
The Museum of Non-participation, The Whitechapel 
Gallery and FormContent. (b. 1980, lives/works London) 
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Light | Reading, Nick Laessing exhibition

ARTISTS AND INNOVATION

PERmACUlTURES
PERMACULTURES is our new series of residencies 
for artists to explore the relationship between art, 
technology and ecology, complemented by artist’s 
talks and workshops. In its first year the programme 
highlighted SPACE’s role in providing a unique 
platform for digital innovation.

PERMACULTURES artists in residence asked; can we 
make our own energy? Can we grow enough food in 
cities to sustain ourselves? Is there an ecology of  
digital aesthetics? 

CASE STUDy
Nick Laessing (PERMACULTURES #2)
Nick used his residency to research the Free Energy 
movement. Following claims made primarily by the sci-
entist Nikola Tesla at the beginning of the 20th Century, 
this suggests that it is possible to harvest free, or radi-
ant, energy from the atmosphere or ether. Since then 
a number of inventors have worked on his theories, 
and more recently the isolated work of a few individu-
als has developed a wide following on the internet. 
Laessing reconstructed a radiant energiser based on a 
machine Prototype 11 (after US patent 6545444 82 by 
inventor John Bedini) as a source of power for lighting 
and sound equipment used in his exhibition at SPACE, 
which presented something of the hidden world of 
inventors and idealists.
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mEDIA lAB
SPACE MediaLab’s programme of innovative media 
workshops and courses provided a comprehensive 
training programme in digital arts production encom-
passing graphic design, illustration, web design, 
animation, film and video post-production and visual 
effects, with a strong emphasis on practical produc-
tion-based learning. A new initiative was the introduc-
tion of 'Jelly' which provides weekly free open access 
and co-working, allowing artists to access equipment 
and try things out. An extensive programme of DIY 
Technology workshops was run with partners OpenLab, 
Tinker London and MzTEK, complimented with special 
one off workshops including Chip Tune Marching  
Band and Owl Project.

CASE STUDy
MZTEK
We helped to establish female centred technology 
group MzTEk, giving them an essential peer support 
network to assist with their developing practice.
'SPACE has played an integral part in the success of 
MzTEK. Without their support in-kind, funding of our 
training workshops and encouragement, MzTEK would 
not have been able to deliver such a rich and contin-
ued program to its users. SPACE plays a vital role to the 
community it serves in terms of professional support, 
networking, a space to experiment and develop, and the 
belief in projects such as MzTEK to take seed and grow. 
THANK YOU SPACE!!!!!' 
≥ Sophie MacDonald, founder of MzTEk

Work by Jonathan kemp, Participant at London Psychogeophysics Summit 2010
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ADVOCACy 
SUPPORTING OVER 1000 ARTISTS EACH YEAR 
AT THE CORE OF LONDON’S ART WORLD, 
WE PROVIDE A POWERFUL VOICE FOR THE 
SECTOR, AND HAVE BECOME SkILLED AT 
ADVOCATING FOR THE VALUE OF ARTISTS IN 
THE ECONOMY, IN INNOVATION, LEARNING 
AND IN REGENERATION. 

Throughout the year we contributed to steering 
groups, committees and conferences across 
the Uk on studio provision, artist development, 
learning, access and digital innovation.

This year’s Legacy Now event was held in 
partnership with the Architecture Foundation, 
and explored creative interim uses of build-
ings and sites around the Olympic Park. 
The annual forum has become an established 
platform for people in the creative sector to 
voice their ideas on achieving a beneficial 
Olympic Legacy for the creative sector with 
policy makers and planners.

Testing the floodlights at the Olympic main stadium, view from rooftop of Britannia Works studios. 
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We support young people to experience the  
richness of the visual arts through our Learning 
& Participation programme. We see it as a core 
role of SPACE to increase the diversity and reach 
of the arts, to invest in future generations who 
can become the future of our creative economy. 
Partnerships are key to all our work, but with 
young people especially. To this end, we further 
developed our relationship with University of 
the Arts, worked with University of East London, 
Gateway Housing, engage and The Learning Trust. 
Arts Council England has been an important 
supporter, assisting the growth of our widening 
participation programme enabling new groups to 
access the arts. In Barking & Dagenham, we’re 
particularly proud of our work at the emerging 
Barking Malthouse Quarter, engaging schools 
and local residents. 

#2 SUPPORTING 
yOUNG PEOPlE
280 YOUNG PEOPLE TOOk PART IN OUR 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMMES

Workshop participant at Godfried Donkor’s Artist Programme, 
Barking Learning Centre
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URBAN DyNAmIk TV 
92 young people were trained this year in our web 
based broadcasting platform and bespoke media train-
ing school for young people between the ages of 14 and 
25. Young people learned skills which have enabled 
them to progress into further education, training or 
employment, gaining hands-on experience running the 
‘Urban Dynamik TV’ broadcasting channel, as well as 
skills and qualifications in creative and audio-visual 
media. Participants came from 7 East London bor-
oughs, the majority of whom were NEET (not in educa-
tion, employment or training) or at risk of being NEET.

'Urban Dynamik is an amazing programme 
for young people to develop skills and 
experience in media arts. It provided the 
young people with avenues for employment 
and real life skills which were invaluable 
for their personal development – I can 
honestly say this is one of the most 
rewarding projects I have worked on  
due to its clear structure and exit strategies 
for young people.'

≥ Youth Worker

Urban Dynamik, Editing workshop
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CASE STUDy 

'I had the opportunity to work with profes-
sional film-makers and gain a nationally 
recognized qualification. After the project 
finished I was able to borrow equipment 
and use the media facilities to make my 
own films. The project is important as it 
gave me a chance to learn a new skill and 
do something positive with my life, other-
wise I would have been doing nothing. I now 
have the skills to make music videos to go 
with tracks I have produced. I applied for a 
media arts apprenticeship at SPACE and 
was successful… I am overjoyed to have 
paid work in an industry I love. I plan to 
make the most of my apprenticeship and 
work towards gaining a gold arts award.' 

≥ Mark Richman, Trainee and Apprentice,  
Urban Dynamik TV

Mark Richman, Urban Dynamik
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BARkING CREATIVE 
Barking Creative Quarter continued as an important 
priority for SPACE in partnership with London Thames 
Gateway Development Corporation, Arts Council England 
and the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. 
By setting up this partnership we were able to establish 
The Artist Programme with the University of the Arts 
and local secondary schools. The Artists Programme 
commissions a leading Uk artist each year to work on a 
major project with year 10/11 students from Barking and 
Dagenham. Other projects developed by SPACE for the 
Barking Creative Quarter include the piloting of a Film 
Club as well as Watch this Space, an introduction to the 
creative industries for 14 —19 year olds.

CASE STUDy
Artists Programme:  
Godfried Donkor at Barking Malthouse
Ghanaian born artist Godfried Donkor’s project inves-
tigated what it means to live in contemporary London. 
Together with students from Eastbrook School and 
Barking Abbey School, he created works for an exhibi-
tion in the 5000 sq ft ground floor of the Malthouse, 
which then transferred to the Barking Learning Centre. 
Participants also visited the University of East London 
and SPACE’s network of studios. The programme set 
out to illustrate pathways to further learning and 
careers within the creative industries: sowing the 
seeds for a new generation of creative practitioners. 

'An excellent achievement.  
The exhibition looks fantastic.' 

≥ John Middleton, Head of Economic Development, 
London Thames Gateway Development Corporation

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE

Pupils from Eastbrook School working with Godfried Donkor

'Great to get to work with professional  
artists and to be shown a wider range of 
processes. Liked seeing businesses, good 
to see where qualifications and experience 
in art can lead.' 

≥ Suela Bajraktari, student Barking Abbey School
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HACkNEy’S HERE 
Children from six Hackney schools collaborated with 
six visual artists to create gigantic works of art for 
exhibition. Exploring scale and what it means to live in 
Hackney in 2010, children and artists were challenged 
to fill the 4,300 sq ft outdoor courtyard at SPACE with 
works of art that demonstrated the ambitions and 
achievements of Hackney's school pupils. Artists Chila 
Burman, Polly Brannan, Helen Marshall, Leslie kulesh, 
Harold Offeh and Charlie Woolley worked with chil-
dren aged 3 to 11 from Berger, Lauriston, Morningside, 
St Dominic's Roman Catholic and Orchard primary 
schools, and Wentworth nursery. The project was car-
ried out in partnership with The Learning Trust.

Pupils from Lauriston School visit Yinka Shonibare in his studio as part of Hackney’s Here!
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#3 SUPPORTING 
COmmUNITIES
320 LOCAL RESIDENTS TOOk PART  
IN PARTICIPATORY PROGRAMMES.

Berger School pupils working with 
Leslie kulesh on Hackney's Here! 
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ARTIST AS NEIGHBOUR
We are committed to reaching communities neighbouring 
our studio sites through our Artist as Neighbour pro-
gramme. Many of our studios are in deprived areas of East 
London, because that’s where property was traditionally 
cheap. However these neighbourhoods often lack opportu-
nities and facilities.

Artist as Neighbour has supported older people, the 
homeless and under-achieving young people through 
artist-led activities devised through partnership work-
ing with Housing Associations. These projects aim to give 
people a voice, raise confidence, aspiration and self-
esteem, support community cohesion and widen 
participation in the arts. In the last few years our part-
ners have included Circle Anglia, Hanover in Hackney, 
Family Mosaic, Newlon, Tower Hamlets Housing Action 
Trust and Old Ford Housing Association. Our support 
in mentoring the Hackney Wick Festival group and sup-
porting them to bring in new funding to deliver this year’s 
festival was another way that our Artist as Neighbour 
programme supports community development.

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES

'The work is realised through the crea-
tion of cultural — sometimes technologi-
cal — forms that enable the ideas of those 
whose voice is often least heard to enter 
public discourse.' 

≥ Loraine Leeson — artist’s methodology

Hackney Wick Festival
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'The experience of being mentored by 
professional engineers meant the boys 
could begin to consider hitherto unknown 
educational and professional trajectories. 
The boys have not only become aware of 
a possible career in an industry that they 
did not know about but have also been 
able to connect the theory and history 
of renewable energy to the production of 
a wind turbine.' 

≥ Design Technology teacher Richard Alvarez

CASE STUDy
Active Energy intergenerational project
Active Energy was an innovative coming together 
of art, technology and engineering which took an 
intergenerational approach to issues facing local 
communities in one of London’s poorest boroughs, 
Tower Hamlets. The Geezers Club, a group of retired 
men in Bow, worked with Year 8 pupils at Bow Boys’ 
School of Maths and Computing, Age Uk, Gateway 
Housing Association, artist Loraine Leeson and 
University of East London. The collaboration explored 
renewable energy sources and produced a wind 
powered light installation for the roof of Appian  
Court day centre for Age Concern in Tower Hamlets.

It provided opportunities to explore ideas creatively 
and to see how using the arts can promote concepts in 
unexpected, invigorating and compelling ways. 

Underachievement amongst boys was addressed 
through mentoring by senior men in the local community 
and attending masterclasses at the University of East 
London with one of the country’s leading control engi-
neers and an artist who between them provided skills, 
inspiration and helps to foster creativity and innovation 
in ways that would otherwise not be on offer through the 
school curriculum.  

Older people, frequently marginalised by technology, 
were here given a voice on issues that mattered to them, 
and an opportunity to use their lifetime experiences to 
feed back into society and future generations. 

With growing interest in renewable technologies 
amongst ordinary people living in East London, by 
focusing public attention on these issues, Active Energy 
addressed local authorities and housing developers to 
encourage greater incorporation of renewable energy 
into residential accommodation.

 Bow Boys pupil at work on Active Energy

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
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SPACE’s activities represented excellent value 
for money. The company generated a surplus on 
general funds of £116,653 in the year. The positive 
results for the year have allowed SPACE to build 
a reserve towards future studios developments 
and strengthen the financial position of our oper-
ations, enabling us to pursue the essential pro-
gramme of investment in our current properties 
and in new developments for 2011.

FINANCIAl 
REVIEW
INCOME FROM STUDIOS REPRESENTED  
75% OF SPACE'S REVENUE, WITH OCCUPANCY 
IN THE STUDIOS CONTINUING AT OVER  
95%. GRANTS REPRESENTED 20% OF INCOME.  
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 2010 2009

Income £ £
Grants — core funding 186,513  184,988 
Grants — project specific funding 254,405  246,059 
Rents receivable 1,609,854  1,550,616 
Donations 40,352  38,061 
Interest received 10,494  34,388 
Other income 56,165  123,152 
Total income 2,157,783  2,177,264 
  
Expenditure   
Artist management and support 1,388,329  1,308,391 
Projects 276,543  298,988 
Administration and operations costs 334,047  304,729 
Governance 9,375  7,695 
Total charity expenditure 2,008,294  1,919,803 
Fundraising costs  32,836  40,202 
Total expenditure 2,041,130  1,960,005

Your Higher Plane Awaits, 2010, Clunie Reid,  
Image courtesy of the Artist and MOTinternational
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OUR FUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS

European Regional Development Fund
Family Mosaic Housing
Heritage Lottery Fund
LG Fashion 
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham
London Thames Gateway Development Corporation
Newlon Fusion
Olympic Host Boroughs 
Saskawa Foundation
Skills Funding Agency
The Elephant Trust
The Learning Trust
The Shoreditch Trust
The Valerie Beston Trust
University of East London
University of the Arts

129 — 131 Mare Street
London  E8 3RH 
+ 44 (0) 208 525 4330

mail@spacestudios.org.uk
www.spacestudios.org.uk
 
SPACE supports over 600 artists in 17 studio buildings 
across London as well as providing dynamic environ-
ments where individuals and communities can engage 
in creative processes. SPACE provides ‘space to create’: 
supporting the creation of art through the provision of 
creative environments; ‘space to engage’: programmes 
that widen engagement in artistic practices; and 
‘space to develop’: supporting the development of  
creative individuals and communities. 

TRUSTEES
Alan Leibowitz — Chair
Faisal Abdu'Allah
Simon Crab
Caroline Douglas
Lew Hodges
Dani Salvadori
karsten Schubert
Paul Williams

Anna Harding — CEO
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