SPACE Review 2015

SPACE’s mission
is to provide the
space, resources
and opportunities
for people to
create art, for
people to engage
with art and for
people to develop
their creative
potential.
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Impact of SPACE in 2015
·· SPACE brought £4,000,000 of inward
investment to Hackney, our home borough this
year, in the form of grants and earned income
·· SPACE supported 750 artists and creative
micro-businesses at 18 studio sites with
affordable studios
·· A further 530 artists were supported with
advice and training to develop their practice
·· Practitioners were fostered at all stages
of their careers, from graduate bursary
awardees to Turner Prize winners
·· 257,000 sq. ft. of creative workspace
was developed and managed
·· SPACE invested in some of London’s
most deprived boroughs
·· SPACE’s New Creative Markets programme
helped 517 creative practitioners to generate
over £2,000,000 in new sales with 96 new
international contracts achieved
Florence Peake, The Keeners, 2015, installation view, photo: Chris Dorley-Brown
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Supporting artists
SPACE supports artists and
creative micro-businesses by
providing affordable studios,
professional development and
advocacy.
·· Studios
·· New Creative Markets
·· Residencies
·· Bursaries

Jonathan Williamson, recipient of the David Troostwyk Bursary Award
in partnership with Matt’s Gallery, photo: Phil Sayer
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Studios
SPACE is committed to sustaining affordable
creative workspace in London.

A key achievement this year was the
freehold acquisition and development
of Brickfield Studios. 43 new studios
have been built over 31,000 sq. ft.,
providing space for 64 artists.
A major refurbishment of Deborah House studios was
completed this year, which included adding an additional
floor to the building, new glazing throughout, central heating,
external cladding to improve insulation and a sedum roof
vastly improved the quality of the studios.
544 studios supported 750 tenants throughout the year.
18 studio sites in 7 London boroughs provided 257,000 sq. ft.
of space for creativity. Our studios are helping artists build
sustainable creative businesses in an increasingly expensive
property market.

Brickfield Studios, 2015, photo: Chris Dorley-Brown
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Reducing impact on the environment
SPACE is committed to sustainability in all senses –
environmental, economic and social. This year we completed
a major programme of capital improvements supported by
an Arts Council England Capital grant of £1,260,000, with
a total spend of £3,500,000 on development.
In response to tenant surveys we focused on heating,
roof replacement and insulation, which provide long-term
amenity improvements as well as cost savings.
Improved accessibility has been achieved at Deborah House,
Martello Street and The Triangle. Major upgrades at Deborah
House, Haymerle Road, Martello Street and The Triangle
achieved energy savings and environmental improvements
through double-glazing, roof insulation, gas central heating
and low-wattage LED lights, so as to lower electricity bills.

Advocacy
Artists provide essential R+D upon which London’s
creative economy and international reputation is based.
Affordable studio space is essential infrastructure for
this to continue to flourish.
The risk to artists studios in London of increasing
property prices and lack of available space has been
reported widely this year, including articles in the
Evening Standard, Observer and Frieze.
SPACE are active advocates of the importance of creative
workspace to London, working to find innovative solutions
with development partners to support future generations
of creative practitioners to flourish in the city.
This year we published SPACE Key Facts, resulting from
a collaborative research project with Central Saint Martins
MA Spatial Practices. This describes SPACE's creative
agency in the city, which is rich but hard to measure in
conventional terms. It describes the complex ecosystem
which artists are central to and shows the supply chain
and dependencies between SPACE studios, artists’
suppliers and exhibiting spaces.
As members of the GLA Open Workspace Providers Group
and the Artists’ Studios Taskforce we are helping to define
urgent challenges in providing artists’ workspace in an
increasingly expensive city in order to influence future
policy and financing mechanisms.

Refurbished Deborah House Studios, 2015, photo: Chris Dorley-Brown
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Artist development
SPACE runs a variety of schemes designed to support and
promote artists and art in society. These include funded
artist residencies, bursaries for artists and New Creative
Markets, a free professional development and advice
programme for artists and creative businesses.

SPACE’s three year professional development programme
New Creative Markets (NCM) provided support for creative
people working in photography, digital image, design,
designer making and visual arts. It assisted small creative
companies and sole traders to access markets currently
closed to them. The programme harnessed the expertise
of four creative agencies: SPACE, Cockpit Arts, Four Corners,
and Photofusion to enable creative people to understand and
sell in new markets and raise their turnover and growth.
New Creative Markets provided support to over 500
creative businesses and artists through mentoring,
1-2-1 sessions, talks and workshops. The programme has
exceeded its targets, generating over £2,000,000 in new
sales and £1,300,000 in additional economic performance.
It has safeguarded 235 jobs. Participants have secured
96 international contracts and responded really positively
to the experience: 98% recommend the programme to
their peers. Building on this success a new programme
will start in 2016.
Jen Taylor, NCM Participant

10

SPACE review 2015

Supporting artists

11

Case study: Jen Taylor
Jen was born in Hong Kong and came to study in the UK
when she was 15. She graduated as an architect in 1999, but
in early 2012, changed direction from a full time career in
architecture, to establish her own design business – Hokolo
(the name is an amalgamation of Hong Kong and London).
Jen has been inspired by British themes for her designs, her
first collection of baby and children’s clothing and
accessories was inspired by the Crown Jewels. Jen has built
on her background in architecture to create innovative
design concepts, such as the English Breakfast collection.
Hokolo has attracted a range of publicity and been featured
in The Guardian newspaper, Good Home magazine, the Daily
Mail Sunday magazine and on a range of blog sites.
Jen heard about the NCM Programme after talking to
one of the programme’s mentors who saw her at a show.
Jen decided to take up support from the programme, as she
did not know where to turn to for the advice that she needed
in the early stages of setting up a business: 'I had so many
questions, but I didn’t know whom to ask'. The programme
offer seemed like a 'no brainer', as it was offering business
mentoring and networking opportunities – at no cost.

The knowledge that Jen has gained from NCM has helped her
change the business model and focus on where she needs to
take the business to next. She has learnt from early mistakes
in product development. She is able to apply the knowledge
from NCM on a day-to-day basis in the business.
I am now putting into practice the complex things
that I have to do running my business.
Hokolo products are now available in museum / gallery
shops and independent boutiques in UK, USA, Sweden
and South Korea.
Jen can quantify an increase in sales, the last 3 months
figures are double the previous quarter’s.
Believe in your dreams, dream big, work hard and be
adventurous. Always be positive and helpful and share
your knowledge. You will meet a lot of great inspiring
people along the way. Don’t forget to have fun!

It was hard on my own – I had always been in a job and
running my own business was scary. I needed professional help
to develop a business plan. Jen has benefitted from attending
the NCM workshops and 1-2-1 mentoring. She feels that she
has acquired a range of valid, practical knowledge and is at the
stage now where she needs to apply it, as
'it takes time for things to sink in'.
Jen found the networking element of the programme
to be 'brilliant' and appreciates being part of the
programme’s strong community. It has helped remove
the feeling of isolation of running a small business.
Jen Taylor, Hokolo, 2015, www.hokolo.com
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Residencies
SPACE residencies are currently hosted at The White
Building and support artists who work at the intersection
of art and technology. By focusing on artists and their
relationship with emerging technology, the residents
consider how artistic practice is continually shifting,
responding and innovating in an increasingly fragmented
post-analogue era. SPACE residencies nurture and
support the participating artists by offering space, time
and resources to produce new work, as well as a public
platform to share and develop their ideas.
2015 residency artists included:
·· Ninna Berger, the fourth IASPIS residency artist. During
her residency at The White Building, Berger consciously set
herself up to explore the dynamics of chance and failure
within her evolving sculptural practice, resulting in a solo
exhibition of new sculpture.
·· Claire Tolan, Goethe-Institut and SPACE Perlin Noise sound
residency artist. Claire is an ASMR (Autonomous sensory
meridian response) savant and programmer based in Berlin.
Her practice focuses on exploring human-computer
interaction, online communities, information structures and
theory.
·· 12 artists are taking part in this year’s Art + Technology
themed residency programme This Time With FEELing.
International artists: Sarah Abu Abdallah (Saudi Arabia),
Debora Delmar Corp. (Mexico), Megan Snowe (USA).
UK-based artists: Adham Faramawy, Sophie Hoyle, Jeremy
Hutchison, Christopher Kirubi & Cassandre Greenberg,
Sophie Mallett, Fleur Melbourn, Holly White and Laura Yuile

Megan Snowe, Brand Launch, Installation shot, 2014, Sorbus Gallery, Helsinki

14

SPACE review 2015

Supporting artists

15

Bursaries
SPACE also runs a series of bursary schemes. Bursaries
are designed to support artists at critical junctures in their
career, supporting practices in development during early
to mid-career years.
Bursaries aim to relieve an artist from financial pressure for
a period, during which they can focus on their practice and
progress within their chosen field.

2015 bursary artists included:
·· Matt Copson, the inaugural recipient of the Bloomberg
New Contemporaries Studio Bursary Award
·· David Cyrus Smith, winner of the Valerie Beston Artists’
Trust award 2015. The VBAT prize is made up of four main
elements, which are a SPACE studio for one year, a cash prize
of £2,500 towards materials, an exhibition at the end of the
year with Marlborough Fine Art and support from a RCA tutor.
·· Lucia Quevedo is the second artist to have received a rent
free studio in the refurbished wing of Martello Street
Studios, as part of the David Troostwyk bursary award, which
runs annually in partnership with Matt’s Gallery and the RCA.
·· Anna Freeman Bentley, Lucy Steggals, Larry Achiampong
and Simon Goode (LCBA) have been selected to receive a six
month rent break as part of Breathing SPACE, a new initiative
to support and develop SPACE studio artists.
·· Monika Srodon, the SPACE Patrons, Friends & Alumni
bursary recipient, received a free studio at Deborah House
in Hackney until September 2016. Monika graduated from
Goldsmiths BA Fine Art in 2015 and said of the bursary:
Spending some time in a studio on a daily basis is absolutely
necessary for my artistic development and Deborah House
is the ideal place where I can really progress and focus on my
work… The SPACE Studio Bursary Award will enable me to
develop and realise a new body of lens-based and sculptural
work, as I will now have the space that is absolutely necessary
for its production.
Monika Srodon

Monika Srodon, The Politics of Aesthetics II (Neoliberal Playground), installation, 2015
(SPACE Patrons, Friends & Alumni bursary recipient,2015)

16

SPACE review 2015

Supporting artists

17

Artistic innovation
Open SPACE is our new collaborative learning environment,
responding to demand and impact of web based learning
technologies at SPACE, Mare Street. New programme
partnerships have been created with Maker Mile, a cluster
of technology organisations with the remit to improve
access to arts and technology.
CoLAB, SPACE’s new Art Tech incubator, opened its doors.
The first group of 13 Associate artists and creative technologists will work on a series of projects at the intersection
of art and technology during the 12 month incubation period.
Emanating from a variety of interdisciplinary backgrounds,
the Associates’ main focus will be experimentation between
prototype and prototyping in all its forms and manifestations.
The Associates form a creative community with complementary
expertise, a diverse collective knowledge base and a dynamic
and growing network of collaborators and research partners.

Above: The exceptional Economy of The Arts Series, International Gallery Panel Discussion, 2015, photo: Jessie McLaughlin
Opposite page: Takram London, Re-Imagining The Perfect Human, 2015
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Building creative
communities
SPACE works to ensure more people have the opportunity
to take part and experience the arts. The arts and creativity
inspire and transform lives and are essential ingredients
to a healthy and dynamic society.

find image

By running a variety of programmes SPACE strives to ensure
that communities who live near SPACE studios have the
opportunities to engage in the arts.
Open Studio events provide visitors with unique
opportunities to visit behind the scenes, see new artworks
and meet the artists. Open studios took place at Arlington,
Bridget Riley Studios, Britannia Works, Eastway Laundry,
Haymerle Road, The Triangle and The White Building. Four
open studio events were part of Hackney WickED, providing
a chance to meet some of London’s leading artists and
experience the rich architectural heritage of this area
with Europe’s densest cluster of artists.
SPACE played an active part in the Hackney Wick Cultural
Interest Group and worked closely with the London Legacy
Development Corporation, helping shape the regeneration
of the area in a way that will respect and build on the rich
culture of creative communities in this area.

Florence Peake, The Keeners, 2015, photo: Tim Bowditch
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The White Building
The White Building, Hackney Wick, is London's centre
for art, technology and sustainability. It is anchored by
a residency programme, which offers opportunities for
national and international emerging artists to produce
new work on an international platform, as well as a public
programme of talks, events, seminars and workshops.
Programme highlights included V&A’s Digital Futures,
a series of artist showcases, workshops and panel
discussions, a Goethe Institut partnership featuring Perlin
Noise sound artist resident Claire Tolan, IASPIS sponsored
resident artist Ninna Berger, NEWGenNOW and INFRA_
SPECTION artist residencies, as well as the start of the
This Time With FEELing residency cycle, supporting
international and UK based artists.
In ensuring that artists are at the heart of Olympic legacy,
the cutting-edge artistic and cultural practice hosted by
The White Building links Hackney Wick to the city and wider
national and international audiences. SPACE successfully
created a hub for the area’s creative community, a place
where local residents, artists and new visitors can come
together and creatively inform the future of an area facing
rapid change.
The White Building was developed in partnership with
London Legacy Development Corporation with programme
sponsorship from Bloomberg. Programme partners are
IASPIS, Goethe Institut, the V&A and the Foundation for
Future London.

The White Building residency artists Jeremy Hutchinson & Claire Tolan, 2015
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Artists inspiring young people
Learning and Participation’s mission is to engage
schoolchildren, young people and communities with art and
artists in the areas of London in which SPACE runs studios.
With a particular focus on inviting people over the studio
threshold, they experience the transformative effect of art in
its place of production. We call this CLAS (Creative Learning
in Artists’ Studios) and all our activities contribute to the
achievement of this mission.

People Power #6: Power Station
People Power uses creativity to engage pupils with STEM
(science, technology, engineering, maths) subjects. Art and
architecture practice Public Works delivered this year’s
People Power project with GCSE students from The Petchey
Academy in Hackney.
The project brought together localised waste-to-energy
production with the spirit of contemporary ‘hacking’ culture.
The term hacker refers to someone who enjoys ‘playful
cleverness’ (Wikipedia) and is most often applied to
computer programmers. However, it is increasingly used for
people who apply the same attitude to other fields. Together
they designed and built an anaerobic biodigester. School
dinner left-overs went in one end and bio gas was produced
at the other, which eventually provided light and the means
to cook a feast. The process created platforms for
discussion, participation and collaboration.

School's (Not Quite) Out for Summer, summer school, 2015
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Using Raspberry Pis (credit card sized computers) fitted
with special sensor HATs to gather the data, they then
explored how it would be possible to present it in a pictorial
or graphical format.
This year the summer school expanded to include
performances with Wayne McGregor (Random Dance), who
delivered contemporary dance activities alongside SPACE.

School’s (Not Quite) Out for Summer
SPACE has been organising School’s (Not Quite Out)
for Summer since 2013, an educational initiative that uses
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and focuses on transition
from primary to secondary school to help develop new
relationships and interaction before starting the new term.
The programme provides an inspiring and creative learning
environment for schoolchildren from the boroughs of
Waltham Forest, Newham, Hackney and Tower Hamlets.
Delivered in partnership with Foundation for Future London.

Urban Voices
Urban Voices invited young people to explore their city
and sense of place through poetry. They worked with spoken
word artists Polar Bear and Raymond Antrobus, creating and
recording a series of very personal responses to Hackney
and its heritage. The young people also worked to gain their
Arts Awards.
Workshops were organised in collaboration with creative
digital studio SDNA. The audio produced by the Urban Voices
young participants is part of the Electric Bloom app., created
by audio and visual artist Joel Cahen, taking audiences on a
voyage of discovery through the installations and historical
landmarks of Hackney.

Artist Stefanie Posavec created art.park.data, a 32.5m long
data visualisation installed in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
The artwork drew from data collected by nearly two hundred
Yr. 6/7 children taking part in the annual School’s (Not Quite)
Out for Summer programme.
The children became ‘data explorers’ in Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park, collecting measurable information, or data,
with creative technologists Codasign.
Stefanie Posavec, art.park.data, from School's (Not Quite) Out for Summer 2015, photo: Ollie Harrop
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STOP PLAY RECORD
STOP PLAY RECORD is a new programme for young film
makers aged 16-18 living in London. Expert-led training,
mentoring and equipment is provided, with master-classes
in camera work, editing, grading and sound.
Participants are selected to develop their own ideas and
produce new short films for potential inclusion in a new public
broadcast series currently in development by Channel 4.
STOP PLAY RECORD forms part of a joint initiative between
Arts Council England and Channel 4, which sees the Institute
of Contemporary Arts lead a London Network in partnership
with Chisenhale Gallery, DAZED, Kingston University and
SPACE, to provide a range of activities across the capital.

Bringing artists and
residents together
Creative Space Programme at Arlington
Since 2010 residents have been participating in
enjoyable creative activities led by SPACE, learning
new skills promoting increased confidence, selfesteem, self-discipline, relaxation and well-being.
Activities include film-making, painting, sculpture,
photography, singing and music making.
2015 artists were: Francesca Cavallo, Gabrielle Cooper,
Corinna Eastwood, Federico Gallo, Lesley Pinder,
Anna Sikorska, Isa Suarez, Fiona Toth Gillies
Trips to art galleries and museums are offered, arranged
in partnership with Whitechapel Gallery, Royal Academy,
V&A and the British Museum.
The art group visits and workshops help my depression
by reducing my feelings of isolation and emptiness and
gives me a chance to communicate with others.
Art is helping me feel more emotionally stable and
giving me a feeling of purpose in life.
Creative Space Programme participants

The Creative Space annually invites the public to an
exhibition of new work at Arlington. At the same time
SPACE artists hold Open Studios in our 12 studios in the
building. The programme is run in partnership with
Arlington and supported by One Housing Group.

Creative Space participants, Creative Space Programme at Arlington, Federico Gallo, 2015
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Exhibitions
SPACE premieres new artists and offers solo profile
exhibitions during the vital first few years of an artist’s
exhibition career. Offering mentoring, platforms for wider
visibility and institutional recognition, SPACE’s support
represents an integral component in an emerging artist’s
career and London’s contemporary art ecology.
SPACE presented three exhibitions by artist-run spaces
including Piper Keys (London),Life Gallery (London) and The
Duck (Berlin), with each gallery presenting a two-week long
show. SPACE was also proud to present a retrospective
exhibition of paintings, illustrations, collages and lyrics by
Alfreda Benge. Her first showing in a public institution, the
exhibition explored Benge’s solo and collaborative work,
which received multiple print reviews in publications such as
Frieze, Art Monthly, Artforum, The Guardian and The
Telegraph, as well as extensive online coverage.
With the launch of the new commissions programme and
reconfigured gallery, SPACE continues its commitment to
supporting artistic production by working closely with four
artists each year to commission new works. The programme
will champion emerging practice and experimental artist-led
initiatives that create an exchange between the gallery and
its local and critical context.
The commission programme includes solo exhibitions, public
interventions, including, but not limited to, performative
actions, dance, sculpture and installation. The projects are
presented in dialogue with contextual critical writing,
workshops, events and discussions.

Alfreda Benge, P.L.A., exhibition installation view (detail), 2015
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First commissioned artist: Florence Peake
Florence Peake is a London-based artist and choreographer.
With extensive training in dance and a background in
painting, Peake’s performance practice uses drawing,
painting and sculptural materials combined with found and
fabricated objects and placed in relationship to the moving
body. Site and audience, live and recorded text, wit and
humour are key to her work.
Florence Peake: The Keeners comprised an ambitious public
dance performance in London Fields, an exhibition at SPACE,
as well as a series of public talks and events.
The Keeners took its title from the notion of ‘keening’, where
professional mourners in Irish and Celtic traditions grieve
the losses of others on their behalf. Peake’s work abstracted
this tradition and presented a collective grief in the form of
a public performance to mourn the commodification and
instrumentalisation of art by the corporate world, enacted
by a chorus of dancers on a glossy mirrored dance floor.

Florence Peake, The Keeners, 2015, photo: Tim Bowditch
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Finances

Grants – core funding
Grants – project specific funding
Rents receivable			

Income from studios represented 59% of SPACE’s
revenue, with occupancy in the studios at over 97%.
Grants represented 33% of income.

Donations			
Other income

INCOME

2014

2015

The company generated a surplus on total funds
of £74,136 in the year. The positive results for the year
have allowed SPACE to build its reserves enabling
us to pursue the essential programme of maintenance
and upgrades on our current portfolio and build a fund
for future studio developments.
Income

2015 (£)

2014 (£)

221,221

226,055

Grants – project specific funding

1,028,992

928,013

Rents receivable

2,257,271

2,317,329

11,083

17,863

Grants – core funding

Donations

2,665

3,764

305,993

389,058

Total income

3,827,225

3,882,082

Expenditure

2015 (£)

2014 (£)

Artistic management and support

Interest received

Projects				

Other income

Administration and operation costs
Governance			
Fundraising costs

2,577,963

2,066,316

Projects

663,704

654,906

Administration and operation costs

385,052

344,452

Artistic management and support

EXPENDITURE

2014

2015

Governance
Total charity expenditure

34

13,616

11,646

3,640,035

3,090,694

Fundraising costs

112,754

97,631

Total expenditure

3,753,089

3,188,325
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Funders and
supporters
Thank you to all SPACE supporters:

Programme Supporters
Action for Bow
BBC Children in Need
Creative Works London
Goethe Institut
IASPIS
Finnish Institute
Foundation for Future London
Kings Cultural Institute
Mayor of London
The Valerie Beston Trust
Wieden+Kennedy

Partners
Arlington
Audiogold
Camden Council
Channel 4
Chisenhale Gallery
CMS Cameron McKenna
CRATE Brewery
Dazed
ELBA (East London Business Alliance)
Goldsmiths University of London
Greenwich Council
Hackney Council
ICA
Islington Council
Kingston University
Limewharf
Machines Room
One Housing Group
Open Desk
Peabody
Shoreditch Trust
Southwark Council
Takram London
Tower Hamlets Council
URS-Scott Wilson
University of The Arts London
University of Edinburgh
V&A

Property Working Group
Alan Leibowitz, Dorrington (Chair)
Rory Brooke, URS Scott Wilson
Ashley Damiral, CMS Cameron McKenna
Claire Day, Iceni Projects
Toni Lodeiro, Dalton Warner Davis

SPACE was founded in 1968 by artists in the
belief that enjoyment of and access to arts
and creative processes are intrinsic to the
development of a healthy and dynamic culture.

Development Advisors
Fredrik Carstens, Deutsche Bank (Chair)
Jeremy Morton, Harbottle Lewis
Eva Woloshyn, Eva Woloshyn Associates

·· to foster, promote, advance, maintain and
improve public education and to promote
interest in and appreciation of all forms of art

The objects of the organisation are:

·· to aid, assist and educate necessitous artists
Patrons & Friends
Patrons & Friends provide essential support
for SPACE’s innovative artist professional
development programme, such as studio
bursaries for emerging artists; the learning and
participation programme where schoolchildren
are inspired by artists and their practices, as
well as SPACE’s core commitment
to providing affordable artist studios
in London.
For more information, please visit
spacestudios.org.uk/support-space
or email
development@spacestudios.org.uk
Honorary Patrons
Bridget Riley C.H, C.B.E.
Peter Sedgley
Corporate Patrons
BRAC Group
Stanton Williams Architects
Patrons
Alan Leibowitz
Fiona Crehan
Fredrik Carstens
Karen Knorr
Richard Croker

·· to promote and improve art and the
production of objects of artistic merit
Our Mission is to provide the space, resources
and opportunities for people to create art, for
people to engage with art and for people to
develop their creative potential.
By providing affordable studio space to artists
in London we support artists throughout their
careers. We complement this with an arts and
education programme of exhibitions, art and
technology, neighbourhood based learning and
participation projects and training for both
young people and professional artists.
Our activities support the growth of individuals,
encourage ownership of creativity and nurture a
creative society.
Trustees
Selina Mason, Chair, Board of Trustees
Frank Boyd, Trustee
Fredrik Carstens, Trustee
David Cotterrell, Trustee
Caroline Douglas, Trustee
Dani Salvadori, Treasurer
Paul Williams,Vice Chair, Board of Trustees
Chief Executive – Anna Harding
129 — 131 Mare Street
London E8 3RH
020 8525 4330

Special Advisors
Karsten Schubert
Chris Wainright

spacestudios.org.uk
mail@spacestudios.org.uk
@spacestudios
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