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SPACE’s mission 
is to provide the 
space, resources 
and opportunities 
for people to create 
art, for people to 
engage with art 
and for people 
to develop their 
creative potential.



ANNUAL REVIEW 2016

Impact of SPACE in 2016       3

Supporting artists         5 
 Studios           7 

 Artist development        11 
 London Creative Network       11 
 Residencies          15 
 Bursaries          16 

Building creative communities       21 
 The White Building        23 
 Artists inspiring young people      25 
 Bringing artists and residents together    29 
 Exhibitions          31

Finance            34
Funders and supporters        36

01





Impact of SPACE in 2016

• SPACE supported more than 800 artists and creative 
micro-businesses at 20 studio sites with affordable 
studios 

• A further 600 artists were supported with advice and 
training to develop their practice 

• Practitioners were fostered at all stages of their 
careers, from graduate bursary awardees to Turner 
Prize winners 

• SPACE has seen a gallery and events audience of 
13,950

• Audience engagement with public art works has 
increased to 57,500

• An increase in digital engagement has resulted in an 
online audience of 210,500 people 

• 289,250 sq. ft. of creative workspace was developed 
and managed across 20 sites

• SPACE brought £4,000,000 of inward investment to 
Hackney, our home borough this year, in the form of 
grants and earned income 

• SPACE invested in some of London’s most deprived 
boroughs 

• SPACE opened its first creative hub outside of London 
in Colchester, Essex , providing studios, co-working 
space and network facilities
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Supporting artists
SPACE supports artists and creative 
micro-businesses by providing affordable 
studios, professional development and 
advocacy.

  ·  Studios 
  ·  London Creative Network 
  ·  Residencies 
  ·  Bursaries 
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Studios

SPACE is committed to sustaining affordable creative 
workspace in London.

599 studios supported 807 tenants throughout 
the year. 20 studio sites in 7 London boroughs 
provided 289,250 sq. ft. of space for creativity. 
Our studios are helping artists build sustainable 
creative businesses in an increasingly expensive 
property market.

• A key achievement this year was the development of 37 
Queen Street in Colchester, Essex. 37 Queen Street offers 40 
studios across nearly 12,000 sq. ft. of lettable space complete, 
co-working desk space facilities for creative and digital 
businesses, artists and makers with ultrafast broadband 
connectivity, café facilities and an outdoor courtyard space.

• SPACE was pleased to announce new studios at 31 Peckham 
Road, Camberwell. These result from a partnership between 
SPACE and Alumno Developments who worked together 
with Southwark Council to develop this innovative mixed-
use project with a range of community benefits. These new 
facilities will neighbour new student accommodation for 166 
Goldsmiths, University of London, students.
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SPACE Tenant Achievements
- snapshot 2016

• Emma Hart (Haymerle Road) wins the Max Mara Art Prize for Women, 2016

• Heather Phillipson (Deborah House) wins the 2016 Derek Jarman award
 
• Sarah Baker (Martello) is in major new art project in Luton along with 

artists Mark Titchner, Scott King and Polly Apfelbaum

• Willem Weismann (Brickfield Studios) has a solo exhibition at Zabludowicz 
176 Gallery

• Caragh Thuring (Britannia Works) has a solo exhibition at Thomas Dane 
Gallery

• Mark Leckey (Sara Lane Studios), Turner Prize winner in 2008, has a solo 
show at MoMa PS1

• Susan Hiller (Brickfield) presents new work at Perez Art Museum, Miami

• Broomberg & Chanarin (Martello Street) in group exhibition at Kunsthal 
Arrhus, Denmark

• Helen Marten (previous SPACE tenant) wins Hepworth Prize as well as 
shortlisted for Turner Prize

• Peter Peri (Deborah House) has a solo show at Almine Rech Gallery, 
London

• David Batchelor (Brickfield Studios) is in group show Neon: The Charged 
Line at Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool

• Laure Prouvost (Martello Studios), Turner Prize winner in 2013, has solo 
exhibition at Pirelli HangarBicocca, Milan

• Jane & Louise Wilson (Brickfield Studios) have a solo exhibition at Mima, 
Middlesborough

Inoculation against cliche … Phillipson’s installation Eat Here. 
Photograph: Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt/Norbert Migueletz





Artist development
SPACE runs a variety of schemes designed to support 
and promote artists and art in society. These include 
funded artist residencies, bursaries for artists 
and London Creative Network, a free professional 
development and advice programme for artists and 
creative businesses.

• London Creative Network 
• Bursaries
• Residencies 
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London Creative Network is a new London-wide development 
programme for creative practitioners with a focus on innovative 
technologies or processes. The emphasis is on developing new 
products and services leading to a more sustainable practice.

Delivered by SPACE, with Cockpit Arts, Four Corners and 
Photofusion, it runs from Spring 2016 to Autumn 2018.

SPACE supports visual artists to realise a project within a 6 
month-period. Applications are sought twice a year in spring and 
autumn.

The London Creative Network project is part-financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund Programme 2014 to 
2020. The Department for Communities and Local Government is 
the managing authority for the European Regional Development 
Fund Programme, which is one of the funds established by 
the European Commission to help local areas stimulate their 
economic development by investing in projects which support 
local businesses and create jobs.   

London Creative Network follows the very successful New 
Creative Markets programme, which supported almost 600 
London-based freelancers and small creative companies from 
2012 to 2015.
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Residencies
SPACE residencies are hosted at The White Building and support 
artists who work at the intersection of art and technology. By 
focusing on artists and their relationship with emerging technology, 
the residents consider how artistic practice is continually 
shifting, responding and innovating in an increasingly fragmented 
post-analogue era. SPACE residencies nurture and support the 
participating artists by offering space, time and resources to 
produce new work, as well as a public platform to share and develop 
their ideas.

2016 residency artists included:

IASPIS Residency #5: Emma Löfström
Emma Löfström is a Swedish visual artist working between London 
and Stockholm. During her residency at The White Building she 
focused on a project considering the relationship between natural and 
human history, investigating the systems of myth and meaning that 
shape our understanding of the natural world.  Supported by IASPIS

SPACE/FRAME artist 2016-2017: Jenna Sutela
Jenna Sutela’s written, directed, installed and performed projects 
seek to identify and react to precarious social and material 
moments – most recently, the relationship between the body and its 
technologically-mediated environment. Supported by The Finnish 
Institute

SPACE/Goethe artist 2016-2017: Clara Jo
Clara Jo’s recent film and sculptural installations work in conversation 
with sites implicated in revisionist histories.  As an extension of 
her current practice, Jo will pursue a new trajectory of interest in 
interactive, virtual reality interfaces geared towards exhibition in 
public space.  Jo is a graduate of Bard College and the Institut für 
Raumexperimente / UdK Berlin.

12 artists took part in this year’s Art + Technology themed residency 
programme This Time With FEELing. International artists were Sarah 
Abu Abdallah (Saudi Arabia), Debora Delmar Corp. (Mexico), Megan 
Snowe (USA). UK-based artists were Adham Faramawy, Sophie Hoyle, 
Jeremy Hutchison, Christopher Kirubi & Cassandre Greenberg, 
Sophie Mallett, Fleur Melbourn, Holly White and Laura Yuile. 15
Jeremy Hutchison, Work the Meat, Pleasure the Dessert, 2016



Bursaries
Bursaries are designed to support artists at critical junctures in 
their career, supporting practices in development during early to 
mid-career years.

Bursaries aim to relieve an artist from financial pressure for a 
period, during which they can focus on their practice and progress 
within their chosen field.

2016 bursary artists included:

Ben Cove, Dafna Talmor, Julian Perry and Saskia Olde Wolbers 
received a six-month studio rent break as part of the Breathing 
SPACE Bursary programme, an initiative to support and develop 
SPACE studio artists.

Anita Delaney is the second recipient of the New Contemporaries’ 
Studio Bursary with SPACE. Anita has access to a free studio in 
Deborah House Hackney, where she will develop the sculptural 
aspects of her practice. In addition to the studio, Anita has also 
access to professional development support provided by both 
organisations.

Goldsmiths graduate Duncan Loudon is the first Alumno/SPACE 
Studio Bursary award winner. Duncan has access to a free studio in 
the newly redeveloped 31 Peckham Road in Camberwell. In addition to 
the studio, Duncan receives a stipend from Goldsmiths and access to 
professional development support at SPACE.

The winner of the Valerie Beston Artists’ Trust award 2016 is Seung 
Ae Lee. The VBAT prize is made up of four main elements, which are a 
SPACE studio for one year, a cash prize of £2,500 towards materials, 
an exhibition at the end of the year with Marlborough Fine Art and 
support from a RCA tutor.

Gery Georgieva has been awarded the SPACE Patrons & Friends 
Studio Bursary in partnership with the RA Schools and has access to 
a free studio at Deborah House in Hackney. 

16



Milly Peck, recipient of the David Troostwyk Bursary award, run 
annually in partnership with Matt’s Gallery and the RCA, and 
hosted at SPACE’s Martello Street studios. The bursary holder 
receives a rent-free studio in a refurbished wing of Martello Street 
Studios, part of which formerly housed Robin Klassnik’s studio 
and later Matts Gallery. David Troostwyk was the first artist to 
show in Matts Gallery.

Gonçalo Birra has been awarded the first SPACE Patrons & 
Friends Studio Bursary in partnership with Chelsea College of 
Art and has access to a free studio at SPACE’s new studio site 31 
Peckham Road, Camberwell. 
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Building creative 
communities
SPACE works to ensure more people have the opportunity to 
take part in and experience the arts. The arts and creativity 
inspire and transform lives and are essential ingredients to a 
healthy and dynamic society.

By running a variety of programmes SPACE strives to ensure 
that communities who live near SPACE studios have the 
opportunities to engage in the arts.

Open Studio events provide visitors with unique opportunities to 
visit behind the scenes, see new artworks and meet the artists. 
Open studios took place at  Arlington, Bridget Riley Studios, 
Britannia Works, Eastway Laundry, Haymerle Road, Martello 
Street, The Triangle and The White Building. Four open studio 
events were part of Hackney WickED, providing a chance to 
meet some of London’s leading artists and experience the rich 
architectural heritage of this area with Europe’s densest cluster of 
artists.

SPACE played an active part in the Hackney Wick Cultural Interest 
Group and worked closely with the London Legacy Development 
Corporation, helping shape the regeneration of the area in a 
way that will respect and build on the rich culture of creative 
communities in this area.
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The White Building
The White Building, Hackney Wick, is London’s centre  for art, 
technology and sustainability. It is anchored by  a residency 
programme, which offers opportunities for national and 
international emerging artists to produce new work on an 
international platform, as well as a public programme of talks, 
events, seminars and workshops.

Programme highlights included the monthly series 
OpenPROCESS of artist showcases, workshops and panel 
discussions, V&A’s Digital Futures, Goethe Institut sponsored 
Berlin based artist Clara Jo for the (in)versions residency 
alongside Finnish Institute sponsored artist Jenna Sutela and the 
inaugural VARI residency with Kazi Arefin from Bangladesh. 

In ensuring that artists are at the heart of Olympic legacy, the 
cutting-edge artistic and cultural practice hosted by The White 
Building links Hackney Wick to the city and wider national and 
international audiences. SPACE successfully created a hub for the 
area’s creative community, a place where local residents, artists 
and new visitors can come together and creatively inform the 
future of an area facing rapid change.

The White Building was developed in partnership with London 
Legacy Development Corporation. 

Programme partners are Finnish Institute, Goethe Institut, the 
V&A and the Foundation for Future London.
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Artists inspiring young people
Learning and Participation’s mission is to engage schoolchildren, young 
people and communities with art and artists in the areas of London in 
which SPACE runs studios. With a particular focus on inviting people over 
the studio threshold, they experience the transformative effect of art in 
its place of production. We call this CLAS (Creative Learning in Artists’ 
Studios) and all our activities contribute to the achievement of this 
mission.

People Power Exhibition and Workshop 2016
We-Dom: Constructing ideas on migrant communities
This exhibition examined the challenges faced by migrants setting up 
new communities. Girls at three secondary schools in Hackney and Tower 
Hamlets employed hacking, technology and hypothetical methods of living 
to reference and celebrate the freedom to rethink how society functions, 
particularly for migrant communities.
The People Power programme, workshop and exhibition was led by artists 
Adam Blencowe, Thor ter Kulve, Rike Glaser and Namuun Zimmermann.

People Power brings STEM subjects alive through art and creativity. This, 
the seventh annual People Power programme, is designed to address 
national statistics highlighting the ‘girl gap’ in technology and engineering.

School’s (Not Quite) Out for Summer
SPACE has been organising School’s (Not Quite Out)  for Summer since 
2013, an educational initiative that uses the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park and focuses on transition from primary to secondary school to help 
develop new relationships and interaction before starting the new term. 
The programme provides an inspiring and creative learning environment 
for schoolchildren from the boroughs of Waltham Forest, Newham, 
Hackney and Tower Hamlets. Delivered in partnership with Foundation for 
Future London.

This year’s Owl Project mixed both analogue and digital worlds, illustrating 
how both are reliant on coding for communication.
Audible Information was a workshop that examined a range of different 
systems of sending code. Simon Blackmore – co-founder of Owl Project 
-  devised new digital technology which responded to a spoken, tapped or 
clapped binary pattern of ten counts to create text.

22





24



25

STOP PLAY RECORD
STOP PLAY RECORD is a programme for young filmmakers aged 16-18 living 
in London. Expert-led training, mentoring and equipment is provided, with 
master-classes in camera work, editing, grading and sound.
Participants were selected to develop their own ideas and produce new short 
films for potential inclusion in a new public broadcast series of Random Acts 
by Channel 4.

STOP PLAY RECORD forms part of a joint initiative between Arts Council 
England and Channel 4, which sees the Institute of Contemporary Arts lead 
a London Network in partnership with Chisenhale Gallery, DAZED, Kingston 
University, Bloomberg New Contemporaries and SPACE, to provide a range of 
activities across the capital.

Bringing artists and residents together
Creative Space Programme at Arlington
Since 2010 residents have been participating in enjoyable creative activities 
led by SPACE, learning new skills promoting increased confidence, self- 
esteem, self-discipline, relaxation and well-being. Activities included film-
making, painting, sculpture, photography, ‘zine production and music making.

2016 artists were: Federico Gallo, Corrina Eastwood, Silvia Sacrestano, Brian 
Baderman, Matt Gee, Graham Dunning.

Trips to art galleries and museums are offered, arranged in partnership with 
Whitechapel Gallery, Royal Academy, V&A and the British Museum.

The Creative Space annually invites the public to an exhibition of new work at 
Arlington. At the same time SPACE artists hold Open Studios in our 12 studios 
in the building. The programme is run in partnership with Arlington and 
supported by One Housing Group.

Opposite: STOP PLAY RECORD, participants Soren Harrison and Amir Hossain on set, 2016





Exhibitions
SPACE is committed to supporting artist development by working closely 
with four artists, or collectives, each year to commission new works. The 
programme champions emerging practice and experimental artist-led 
initiatives that encourage exchange between the gallery and our Mare 
Street neighbourhood.

The commissions aim to continually consider the historical and current 
context of Hackney. While maintaining rigorous, challenging content these 
attentive, engaging practices offer the opportunity for new encounters 
between artist, site, artwork and public.
Each commissioned project includes a solo exhibition and off-site 
interventions, presented with contextual critical writing, workshops, events 
and discussions.

Iván Argote’s work  An Idea of Progress included an ambitious large-scale 
banner covering the facade of SPACE Mare Street and, in the gallery, a 
film and series of sculptures.  The project is centred on the metaphor of 
the construction site as a contemporary urban monument to power and 
progress. The development site—encircled by a glossy hoarding promoting a 
fictional, inaccessible lifestyle— is presented as the symbol for exploring the 
complexities of gentrification. This global epidemic is not solely specific to 
Hackney, but is an on-going issue that has been present in east London since 
the 1970s. 

Maruša Sagadin’s Doris Ionic Iconic included a public bench-like sculpture 
in front of SPACE Mare Street and in the gallery, a smaller sculpture for sitting 
on and a series of wall works. The project refers to architectural and bodily 
forms in combination  with post-modern colour palettes and graffiti fonts to 
make visible a choreographed contemporary urban language.

The Walking Reading Group on Commons offered a chance to discuss the 
many perspectives related to this complex theory while walking a contextual 
and predetermined route starting in Hackney. The selected texts for each 
walk provided shared references to delve into separate areas of discourse on 
the commons: resource, governing process and community. 
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Josh Bilton’s Undersong consisted of an immersive sound and video 
installation in the gallery, and a self-guided audio walking tour that 
incorporates buildings and monuments in the area around SPACE, Mare 
Street. The project is rooted in the Isle of Portland in Dorset from where 
Portland stone has been quarried for centuries and exported for use in 
building civic, royal and ecclesiastical buildings, monuments and banks.

Dominic Watson’s YEAST consisted of a single screen film with a musical 
score that revisits the medieval animal trial of a rooster. In addition, a series 
of images derived from medieval bestiaries were disseminated over the 
course of the show in the advertising pages of the Hackney Citizen. Watson’s 
work posed questions about an anthropocentric worldview and the perils of 
assuming dominance over nature.
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Josh Bilton, Undersong, 2016. Image credit: Tim Bowditch
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Finances
Income from studios represented 74% of SPACE’s
revenue, with occupancy in the studios continuing at over 96%.
Grants represented 15% of income.

The company generated a surplus on total funds
of £55,805 in the year. The positive results for the year
have allowed SPACE to build its reserves enabling
us to pursue the essential programme of maintenance
and upgrades on our current portfolio and build a fund
for future studio developments.

Income

Grants – core funding
Grants – project specific funding
Rents receivable
Donations
Interest received
Other income
Total income

2016 (£)

221,221
356,550

2,830,549
4,585

842
386,238

3,799,985

2015 (£)

221,221
1,028,992
2,223,097

11,083
2,665

340,167
3,827,225

Expenditure

Artistic management and support 
Projects 
Administration and operation costs
Governance 
Total charity expenditure
Fundraising costs
Total expenditure

2016 (£) 

2,536,234 
651,122
420,314

17,384
3,625,054

119,126
3,744,180

2015 (£)

2,577,963
663,704
385,052

13,616
3,640,335

112,754
3,753,089



Funders and 
supporters

Thank you to all major
SPACE supporters:

Funder & Supporters
Programme Supporters  
Action for Bow
Austrian Cultural Forum 
BBC Children in Need 
Creative Works London 
Embassy of The Netherlands 
Foundation for Future London 
Goethe Institut
IASPIS
Kings Cultural Institute 
Mayor of London
The Valerie Beston Trust
V&A (VARI)

     
Partners    
Arlington
Audiogold
Camden Council 
Channel 4
Chisenhale Gallery
CMS Cameron McKenna 
CRATE Brewery   
Dazed
Goldsmiths University of London 
Greenwich Council
Hackney Council
Harbottle & Lewis
ICA
Islington Council
Kingston University
Limewharf
Machines Room
One Housing Group
Open Desk
Peabody
Savills
Shoreditch Trust
Southwark Council
Tower Hamlets Council
University of The Arts London 

Special Advisors
Karsten Schubert Chris Wainright

Property Working Group
Alan Leibowitz, Dorrington (Chair)
Rory Brooke, URS Scott Wilson
Ashley Damiral, CMS Cameron McKenna 
Claire Day, Iceni Projects
Toni Lodeiro, Dalton Warner Davis



Development Advisors
Fredrik Carstens, Deutsche Bank (Chair) 
Jeremy Morton, Harbottle Lewis
Eva Woloshyn, Eva Woloshyn Associates 

Patrons & Friends
Patrons & Friends provide essential support 
for SPACE’s innovative artist professional 
development programme, such as studio 
bursaries for emerging artists; the learning 
and participation programme where 
schoolchildren are inspired by artists and 
their practices, as well as SPACE’s core 
commitment to providing affordable artist 
studios in London.

For more information, please visit 
spacestudios.org.uk/support or email 
development@spacestudios.org.uk

Honorary Patrons
Bridget Riley C.H, C.B.E. Peter Sedgley

Current Corporate Patrons
BRAC Group
Currell
David Zwirner Gallery
Hauser & Wirth
Laure Genillard
Sadie Coles HQ
Stanton Williams Architects

Current Patrons
Alan Leibowitz
Alison Myners
Fredrik Carstens
Fiona Crehan
Richard Crocker
Swantje Conrad
Karen Knorr
Maureen Paley
Zabludowicz Art Projects

Current Friends
Eva Woloshyn
Heidi Locher Gottlieb
Jeremy & Karen Morton
Peter Lewis Hodges

SPACE was founded in 1968 by artists in 
the belief that enjoyment of and access to 
arts and creative processes are intrinsic to 
the development of a healthy and dynamic 
culture.

The objects of the organisation are:

· to foster, promote, advance, maintain and 
improve public education and to promote 
interest in and appreciation of all forms of art

· to aid, assist and educate necessitous 
artists · to promote and improve art and the
production of objects of artistic merit

Our Mission is to provide the space, 
resources and opportunities for people to 
create art, for people to engage with art and 
for people to develop their creative potential.

By providing affordable studio space 
to artists in London we support artists 
throughout their careers. We complement 
this with an arts and education programme 
of exhibitions, art and technology, 
neighbourhood based learning and 
participation projects and training for both 
young people and professional artists.

Our activities support the growth of 
individuals, encourage ownership of 
creativity and nurture a creative society.

Trustees
Selina Mason, Chair, Board of Trustees Paul 
Williams, Vice Chair, Board of Trustees Frank 
Boyd, Trustee
Fredrik Carstens, Trustee 
David Cotterrell, Trustee
Caroline Douglas, Trustee 
Dani Salvadori, Treasurer  
Chief Executive – Anna Harding

129 — 131 Mare Street 
London E8 3RH 
020 8525 4330

spacestudios.org.uk 
mail@spacestudios.org.uk 
@spacestudios
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